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    KIRK NEWS 

                                                     Issue No 3, DECEMBER 2021   

Christmas Message from the Manse 

The famous passage of 1st Corinthians 13 is one 
many of us will have heard at weddings in 
particular as it speaks so wonderfully of love. The 
scripture ends with “And now these three remain: 
faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is 
love.” As great as faith and hope are for us as 
Christians, it is love that is placed on the 1st place 
podium!  

During Advent we light the symbolic candles of 
hope, peace, joy and love. Little flames flickering 
to remind us in these dark months of the Light of 
the World who came down to us at Christmas. 
Again, it is love that caps off our journey through 
Advent. Only once the “love candle” is lit, do we 
light the final candle on Christmas day.   

One of my favourite Christmas carols is “Love 
came down at Christmas”: 

Love came down at Christmas                                                                                                                                          
Love all lovely, Love divine                                                                                                                                                 
Love was born at Christmas                                                                                                                                                    
Star and angels gave the sign 

Love shall be our token                                                                                                                                                         
Love be yours, and love be mine                                                                                                                                           
Love from God to all of us                                                                                                                                                    
Love for plea and gift and sign. 

Isn’t it amazing that love is not just a feeling, an 
idea, or an aspiration? Love is a PERSON! Before 
all that we know of this universe sparked into 
being by God’s voice, there was LOVE. And at 
the end of all things, LOVE will remain.  

As we enjoy the celebrations of Advent and 
Christmas, may the Father of Love, the Spirit who 
fills us with love, and the love that came down at 
Christmas – Jesus – be with you all.                         
Seòras  

                                                               

JOY TO THE WORLD! The LORD is come! 

Proverbs 17:22 tells us that “a cheerful heart is good medicine”.  😊                             
And in Galatians 5: 22, the Fruit of the Spirit named second after ‘love’ is ‘’JOY’                                   
Notwithstanding, no Editor or contributor to this Kirk News will be held liable for 
any laughter/ chuckle/ groan related injuries received on reading this Kirk News.  

Why couldn’t Mary and Joseph join their work conference call?                      
(Because there was no Zoom at the inn.) 

 Why wouldn't Mary and Joseph make it to Bethlehem during COVID lockdowns?                                                                                      
(All Virgin flights were cancelled.)  

                                                What did Adam say on 24th December ?                                (“It’s Christmas, Eve!”) 



2 
 

 CHRISTMAS CHUTNEY Using Seasonal Ingredients- 

This recipe is from the Christmas Traidcraft catalogue and is also 
on their website.  

You will need:-                                                                                                   
# 625g cooking apples, cored and chopped                                               
# 750g pears, peeled, cored and chopped                                                                    
# 4 onions chopped,            # 25g root ginger, peeled and shredded                                                                                                                               
# 100g dried cranberries,      # 2 tsp peppercorns,        # 2 cinnamon 
sticks                                                                                                                                                          # 500g 
Traidcraft granulated sugar,            # 250ml cider or white wine vinegar,                                                                                                                                                
# 300g fresh cranberries. 

1. Take your glass jars – extra eco points if they are repurposed glass jars! Make sure you have 
sterilized by washing thoroughly, then putting them in the oven at 140*C to dry for 30minutes. 
Alternatively, you could sterilize in a dishwasher. 

2. Add all the ingredients, apart from your fresh cranberries, into a pan, simmer on a medium heat until 
the sugar has dissolved. 

3. Once the sugar has dissolved, bring the mixture to the boil, then reduce heat to low then simmer 
uncovered for about an hour until thickened, whilst stirring occasionally. 

4. At this point add your fresh cranberries then heat for an additional 10 minutes to soften them. 
5. Remove from the heat and carefully remove cinnamon sticks. 
6. Spoon the hot chutney into jars and seal. Remember to label them. 

NB. This makes approx. 4 x 500g jars. [I’d be happy to buy a couple of jars if anyone’s making!  😊  – Ed] 

ECO NEWS  
The Eco team has put together a handy guide to 
“The 12 Eco Days Before Christmas”. If you 
haven’t picked one up, look out for them at the 
front of both churches. It could also be emailed to 
you if you would prefer, speak to one of the Eco 
Team. [Avril; Joan Jones; Ruth Lambourne] 

We are now collecting STAMPS. So, if you could 
save them from your envelopes [1cm border if 
possible] over the festive time, we would be 
grateful. There is a box at the front door of Bellie, 
and Speymouth has its usual bag hanging up.  

MILK BOTTLE TOP COLLECTING. We 
have done this on a previous occasion and are now 
going to resume this. So, look out for a collecting 
box in January in both churches, but you can start 
saving them now. 

Ruth Lambourne, has recently joined the Eco 
Team and she informed me that Moray Reach 
Out shop in Buckie accept any IT equipment 
for the REBOOT depot in Forres.                           
Christmas Greetings & Best Wishes for 2022! 
Avril  & Eco Team

The JOY of the Lord is our strength     Nehemiah 8: 10 

                          CHRISTMAS  CRACKERS                                    

 
1. What travels round the world but stays in the corner? 

  
2. What animal would you like to be on a cold day? 

 
3. What do you serve but never eat?    

 ???                         
See Page 6 for 

answers 
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BELLIE AND SPEYMOUTH FLOWER MINISTRY 
We are hoping to start placing fresh flowers once 
again in both of our churches for services of 
worship.  From January, a ‘Flower Calendar’ 
will be available in both churches for those who 
may wish to donate perhaps on a particular date or 
season of the year. Simply note your name on the 
date of your choice.  The Flower Ministry has 
always been much appreciated in Bellie and 
Speymouth – whether it has been receiving flowers 
to mark a special occasion, or flowers given 

following illness, bereavement, or 
loss and change, these blooms have 
a way of cheering folks up and 
reassuring that they have been 
remembered in prayer.   

There are several ways of doing this:  
you may have some lovely flowers and 

foliage in your gardens; you may 
wish to buy some cut flowers from 
the shops, or you may wish to 
donate some money to the Church 
Flower Fund.  All these options are 
very acceptable.  We are also keen 
to recruit some new volunteers who 

might help with this Flower Ministry.  Be assured 
that no specific floral artistry skills are required - 
but to have several people willing to take a turn at 
placing some flowers in vases, available for both 
churches, would be great!  If you enjoy working 
with flowers or have a little time to spare and would 
like to help, then please consider giving some 
support to this Ministry.  For more information or 
to volunteer please contact Catherine Fettes, Joan 
Jones, Jenny Reid or Liz Rennie. 

 
 

NEWS FROM THE KIRK SESSION – DECEMBER 2021 
In his opening devotions at the Kirk Session 

Meeting on 18 November, Seòras 
told us to be imaginative and 
dream big!  He gave a wonderful 

account of a ‘dad and son’ day spent 
with Sullie, which started with a plan – to become 
Pirates for a day.  It was filled with, imagination, 
hopes and dreams – and was the best day! (Gold 
coins, cardboard swords, treasure ………) 
“I will pour out my Spirit on all people.  Your 
sons and daughters will prophesy, your young 
men will see visions, your old men will dream 
dreams.”  Acts 2:17.  
Often it is perceived that Kirk Session members 
are tasked with the business elements of the 
church, attending to lots of practical tasks, when 
really, the office of eldership is very much a 
spiritual one, relating to areas such as worship, 
mission, and education.  Our 
minister encouraged us, the 
Kirk Session, to consider ‘the 
dream‘ and to meet in prayer, to 
plan and use our imaginations 
…….. .   
As we begin to return to face to face meetings and 
cautiously move forward after the periods of 
lockdown, never has there been a better time to 
ensure robust methods of communication and 

reconnections can be made with all members of 
the Church Family of Bellie and Speymouth.  I am 
thinking of Hymn 204:  I am the Church! You are 
the Church!  We are the Church together!      
It is important that we share the work of the Kirk 
Session with you, keeping you informed of Kirk 
Session Meeting dates, 
sharing what’s on the agenda 
and offering you an opportunity to 
ask questions, share any challenges 
or indeed fresh ideas.  We would 
encourage you to pray for the work of the Kirk 
Session – and all it sets out to achieve.   
We have an effective and useful email 
communication list, used during lockdown to 
circulate the weekly newsletters. However, I am 
conscious that many people are not included in 
that list, and we want to reach out to all members 
in all areas of the parish.  If you would like to be 
included in email communications or 
alternatively would like to receive paper copies 
of any communications, please contact me 
using the details below: 
Tel: 01343 821627       Mob:  07799 385268 
Email:  Lizatvarsova@aol.com                                                                                                                              
Liz Rennie,                                                                              
Session Clerk 
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The last Messy Church of 2021 was held at the 
end of November.  We 
had around 42 folks 
who came together for 
a Mixed Bag of 
activities.  We 
celebrated 

Remembrance and the activities included poppy 
making for young and old alike.  Many went away 
with their own bird feeder for the garden - a 
wonderful eco-activity for all to enjoy.   There 
was a nod to bonfire night (since it was 
November) where Colin had a fire going in a fire-
pit and we all enjoyed hot dogs, hot chocolate 
and s'mores .  Food really does taste better 
outside!  We finished up with a story which 
reminded us of the real reason for Christmas - 
God sent His Son to show us the Way to Heaven - 

he is a guiding light and will lead 
us home - all we have to do is 
trust in Him and follow Him. 

The Messy Church Team 
consists of a good number of 
very enthusiastic and willing workers who all have 
their own special talents and abilities but who 
work together wonderfully to provide this messy 
expression of worship.  The team members  
include:  Alison McDonald, Avril Clark, Denise 
Brown, Laura Wailes, Joan Kilpatrick, Tricia 
Burrell, Ann Bowie, Colin & Karen Hanover, Ian 
Brownlee, Lisa Campbell, Gillian Orr, Ruth 
Lambourne, Seoras Orr and myself 
with others offering to help on an ad-
hoc basis too.   - God is so Good! 
Next MC -  Sat 29 Jan 22- A Fresh Start! 

                          Happy Christmas to you all - From Isabel Macleod and all at Messy Church!  

                                              MORE CHRISTMAS  CRACKERS  

Q. Why is bread like the sun?                                                                                                                                                                                                     

                A. It rises in the yeast and sets on the waist        

 Q. Why are there no aspirin in the jungle?                                                     

A. Because the parrots eat ‘em all!  

 

Q. What dog breed can jump higher than a building?                                                       

                                                                                A.  Any dog breed because buildings can’t jump!    

Oh no! More cheesy kwackers! Where’s that minister? 

  

Why did the pirates have to go into lockdown?                                     (Because the “Arrrr!” rate had risen.) 

What did the pirate say when he turned 80?                                            (“Aye, matey!”) 

 

                   I took the shell off my racing snail. I thought it would make him faster.                                                                                                                              

      But, if anything, it made him more sluggish.  

 
  

It was bread in captivity!  😊       I saw a French baguette in a cage at the zoo. 

A smile is happiness you’ll find right under your nose. – Tom Wilson American Cartoonist 1931-2011 
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The GREAT                     
‘EAT-IN’ 

 

 

 

 

Before the GREAT ‘SLEEP-OUT’ 
  

   
         
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

From Left to Right:  

Yeti – thought to live in the  
Manse; Owen Smith; Isabel 
Macleod [Soup and Breakfast 
Buttie Maid]; Joy Malcolm; Ann 
Bowie [another SABBM]; Lynne 
Lowndes; Henry Archibald; 
Sandra and John McConnachie .                         
Approximately £500 was raised 
for Social Bite’s work among the 
Homeless. Thank you to  the 
‘Magnificant Seven’ and all who 
supported in any way.                                                                                               
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Young Church News from Alison Paterson 

Christmas came early for Young Church… in the shape of a beautiful Advent Gift Set!   

 You may notice from this lovely photo of Sophie that she isn’t 
licking her lips as there’s not a chocolate in sight…… an Advent calendar 
with zero calories!  Instead, the Calendar offers 24 mini stories in the 
“lead up” to Christmas.  How lovely to share these stories with 
everyone via the outdoors Church Notice board (and Bellie and 
Speymouth Facebook page.) We hope you’re enjoying travelling with us 
on this exciting Advent(ure) and look forward to “fast-tracking” the 
final week of stories during our joint Bellie and Speymouth Christmas 
Service on 19th. December.                                                                                 

Young Church extend a warm welcome to join us for this 
Christmas Service when we will share “The Impossible 
Promise” Nativity.        

The Bible Society has produced this Instant Nativity which 
uses overhead visuals to tell the 

Christmas story.  There’s also the opportunity for audience 
participation in the form of sounds and actions ….purely 
optional!  

 The joining of Church Family voices (albeit still 
behind our masks) during favourite Christmas 

Carols, provided by Marjorie, will be much appreciated and an added blessing!  

 Similar to weekly Sunday services, families will be encouraged to sit together in 
Church which retains and respects the safety measures advised by both the Church of 
Scotland and Government Guidelines.  Let’s hope that the current Covid situation in Moray 
allows us to make “The Impossible Promise” possible!  

We remember the many people and Church families within our Community who have been 
adversely affected by the Covid virus and send prayers of comfort to all. 

May 2022 provide plentiful opportunities to share a renewed sense of Hope, Peace, Joy and 
Love with each other through Worship and  in safe, practical ways.   

Christmas blessings to one and all,         Young Church Team 

       Q. What’s brown and sticky?                                                                                    

      A.  A stick                                                                                                  

Q. What is orange and sounds like a parrot?                                                      

A.  A carrot 

The LORD is my strength and my shield; my heart trusts in him and he helps me. My heart leaps for JOY  Psalm 28: 7 

ANSWERS  to p.2 

A. A stamp 
B. A little otter 
C. A tennis ball 
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Moray Food Plus – Sophie’s Reverse Advent 

Moray food plus is a charity, that helps people that do not have enough 
money to buy food and toiletries.  I first heard about the food bank 
when I went to Rainbows and Gillian (from the food bank) came and 
explained what went in a food box.                                                                                                                          
Through COVID-19 lots of people lost their job or don’t have a lot of 
money so the food bank can help them in lots of  different ways: 

• Providing a food box which lasts for 3 days. 
• They collect surplus food – 18 tonnes were redistributed last year.                            
It also helps climate change because it stops it going in the bin. 
• They also run cookery projects which help people to cook cheap and 
nutritious meals. 

You could support the food bank all year round by donating 
money, food or your time.                     

This year I wanted to support the charity because 
I want to help others and I am a lucky girl with 
enough food to eat, so I decided to do the reverse 
Advent appeal.  I raised some money by doing 
chores around the house and then went to TESCO 
with my shopping list.  Reverse Advent means that 
instead of getting something (like chocolate from 
an Advent calendar), you give instead.   The food 
bank gave a list of 24 items which will help people 
especially over the winter time.  Here are some 
things that were on the list – toilet roll, biscuits, 
cereal, coffee, tea, tuna, baked beans, tinned fruit 
and vegetables, tinned curry and puddings. 

Unfortunately, I ran out of money at the till so 
Mummy paid the extra for me.  It made me a little 
sad and I thought about how it would feel if this 
was my shopping for the week and I couldn’t 
afford to buy it all.  How would I decide what to 
put back?  I would probably put back the hot 
chocolate and sweets because they are more of a 
want instead of a need but it is nice to have a treat 
every so often.   It was nice feeling delivering them 
to the shop and Gillian said a big Thank you. I felt 
really proud of myself and glad that I have been 
able to help other people this Christmas.                            
Merry Christmas everyone! Sophie  Campbell

Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of GREAT JOY …a Saviour has been born to you  Luke 2: 10 

Bellie Babes News from Ruth Pellegrom 

Bellie Babes continues to be well attended each Friday. We are coming to the end of a busy term, and it’s 
wonderful to see the kids at ease and interacting together. 
It is also lovely to see new babies and families joining us, 
with our youngest attendee being four weeks old!          
We are so thankful for all our volunteers for their tireless 
energy and service, the Friends of Bellie Babes. A big 
‘Merry Christmas’ from us all - Yvonne Matheson, Joan 
Kilpatrick, Sue Pianta-Scott, Joy Malcolm, Ann Bowie, 
Jean Murray, Margaret Thompson, Marjorie Park, Liz 
Rennie, and Ruth Pellegrom.                                                                                                                                                 
We return on Friday the 14th of January from 9.30am to 11am!     

The calm before the 
‘storm’! 😊 
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S-M-I-L-E - See Miracles In Life Everyday   😊                                                                                                                          
A Smile is wonderful therapy.  😊             A Smile is free but it’s worth a lot.  😊 

A CHRISTMAS PRAYER                                                                                                                
Robert Louis Stevenson (1850-1894) 

God, our loving Father, help us remember the birth of Jesus, that we may share in the song of the angels, 
the gladness of the shepherds, and the wisdom of the wise men.  Close the door of hate and open the door 

of love all over the world.  Let kindness come with every gift and good desires with every greeting.     
Deliver us from evil by the blessing which Christ brings and teach us to be merry with clean hearts.     

May the Christmas morning make us happy to be your children and the Christmas evening                              
bring us to our beds with grateful thoughts, forgiving and forgiven, for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

 For many people, especially this year, Christmas 
may be more ‘blue’ than bright. The Christmas 
Memory Tree is just inside the West Door of 
Bellie Church. If you would like to remember a 
loved one or know someone in need of prayer, 
put their name on a leaf and hang it on the tree. If 
you are not in church, let the minister know 
[Seoras 01343 820256] and he will ensure the 
name is put on for you. There will also be a 
special “Blue Christmas Service” to remember loved ones no longer with us at 
Christmas time (see below) 

Scottish Charity Number  SCO05310                                                                                                                                                                   

Special Services in the coming months 
All Sundays not listed here are “Regular Worship” – 10am Bellie, 11.30am Speymouth                                               

Sunday 19 December 2021 Joint Service - Nativity 
Bellie 10.00am 

Young Church led service 

Blue Christmas Service 
Bellie 5pm 

Service to remember loved ones no 
longer with us at Christmas 

Friday 24 December 2021 
 

Christmas Eve Carols 
Garmouth Village Hall 4.30pm 
Bellie Church 6.30pm 

 

Saturday 25 December Joint Service 
Bellie 10.00am 
 

Christmas Day Family Worship Service 
 

Sunday 26 December 2021 Joint Service 
Speymouth 10.00am 

Service of Carols and Lessons 

Sunday 2 January 2022 Joint Service 
Speymouth 10.00am 

 

Sunday 30 January 2022 Joint Service 
Bellie 10.00am 

Sharing Sunday 

Sunday 20 February 2022 Holy Communion 
Bellie 10.00am, Speymouth 11.30am 

 

Sunday 27 February 2022 Joint Service 
Bellie 10.00am 
 

Sharing Sunday 
Start of Lent – Wednesday 2 April 2022 

Sunday 27 March 2022 Joint Service 
Bellie 10.00am 

Sharing Sunday  
Stated Annual Meeting (for 2021) 

In the last Kirk News, one of 
our members was missed out 

in the ‘Life Events’ section.  

So, we are remembering 
Steve Murdoch – a much 

loved, and truly missed 
member of our Church 

family.  


