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How things have changed!
It struck me the other day how much there is
indeed a ‘new normal’.
For example, if I had gone in to the bank last
year, stood in line, and coughed into a tissue
… no one would have blinked an eye!
However, if I had wandered in with a face
mask, people would have been considerably
worried.
Now it is the other way around!

It’s not just members of our
church family that needed a
haircut! Thanks to Ian – an
ice cream well deserved.

At the manse, we’ve been
experimenting with ‘COVID-19
decontamination procedures’…
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Student Spotlight!
Our students have been in our
thoughts and prayers this week as
many have received results.
Whatever your results are and
however you felt about them, we
want to say well done for enduring
a strange and uncertain school
year.
Your grades do not define you.
Your personality and your
character make you who you are
and, as part of our church family,
you are loved. We pray that God’s
guiding hand will direct your lives
as you step into new adventures,
and give you peace as you face
each challenge that arises.

Congratulations in
particular to the class
of 2020 school
leavers! It was of
course a pity that the
usual celebrations
and prizegiving
couldn’t go ahead
this year, but at least
the sun and a piper
came out!
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Other News
One of the very upsetting aspects of
lockdown has been the interruption to our
normal life-event gatherings. Funerals
have been small and limited, baptisms
temporarily not allowed, and weddings
cancelled and then scaled back.
Of the four weddings that I was scheduled
to conduct this year, only one took the
decision to go ahead.
So, congratulations to Dominic and Katie
Love! (Yes, that surname made it very
easy to write a marriage address!)
It was a lovely day with their closest
friends and family, and we pray every
blessing on their married life together.

News from our church family, with thanks to Margaret King!
Happy birthday to our young friends! Because of GDPR regulations we can’t share
personal information, but here’s what we can say:
Ruth T (4); Alex L (10); Hope you had and will have a great time! God bless you with his
love and joy!
And Happy Birthday to Caroline M. Plus Caroline & Alex celebrated their 40th Wedding

Anniversary in mid-July, and because restrictions were lifted were able to celebrate with family
in Edinburgh. Thank you, Lord! 😊

Birthday wishes to Maria B and Congratulations to her and David celebrating 53 years of
married bliss, both events in early Aug!
Our warmest wishes and prayers go to Rowan who has secured a probationary teaching
placement at Inverness High School and a place to stay in Fortrose. May God grant you
safety, success, joy and growth in grace and faith during this coming year.
Prayers for healing and strength go to Nanette P recovering at home from a broken hip
and to David in his caring role. Lord, please give them your ‘grace sufficient’ every day.
And the same prayer for Elizabeth R as she has received unwelcome news of her illness.
May God keep us faithful in prayer for one another in the church family.
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Invitation to a week of prayer, from the Moderator
Dear Friends,
While some churches have already re-opened
for public worship, most are still considering
how best, and when, to do so. The need to
navigate our way through the challenges
involved and to properly implement the
published guidelines is causing a degree of
anxiety not seen since the beginning of
lockdown. Rightly so, there are all kinds of
questions to be answered and systems to be
put in place to ensure as much as possible that
those who visit our buildings are kept safe. I am enormously grateful to all those who at
national, regional and local levels have worked so hard to get us to this point.
But while we order supplies of sanitising agents and face coverings, measure our sanctuaries to
calculate allowable numbers, and work out how best to handle ‘in church’ worship alongside
digital content, we mustn’t miss the opportunity that is now before us to ask the crucial
questions of what it is we’re going back to do and how best are we going to do it? Will it be
business as usual or might this be an opportunity for us to invite a fresh blowing of the wind of
the Spirit to refresh and reinvigorate us and to ‘revive us for this hour?’
This may well be a critical moment in the life of our Church - a paradigm-shifting moment. And if
that’s true for the Church then it may be equally true for the country, not least as COVID-related
economic realities begin to bite.
It’s with that in mind that I have decided to offer A Week of Prayer for Church and Country,
believing that as we head into such a critical period we should be ‘on our knees’ before the One
who has promised to lead us. The week will run from Monday 17 to Saturday 22 August and I’m
presently working with a group of wonderfully creative colleagues to put it all together. Fuller
details of how to get involved and how to involve congregations will follow, but in brief there
will be a short recorded reflection and prayer each morning and an opportunity to gather
nationally online each evening. These gatherings will be entirely interactive and there will be
ways for individuals and congregations to participate - as little or as much as possible.
I very much hope you’ll want to participate in this week, as you are able, and that you’ll
encourage members to do likewise.
‘Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful.’ Colossians 4:2
Yours in Christ,

Rt Revd Dr W Martin Fair
Moderator
General Assembly of the Church of Scotland
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Beirut – An Invitation to Pray and to Give
This week we have all heard
about the shocking explosion in
Beirut. Over 150 are dead, 5000
injured, 300,000 are homeless,
and much of the city is in ruins
including the port which was a
crucial point for importing food
and many other essentials to a
country which is already on the
brink of economic collapse.
The news has hit particularly
close to home for Debbs and I,
because her brother and his girlfriend live in Beirut and experienced it first-hand.
Thankfully they will be okay, and for that we are grateful beyond words. It could have
been a very different story – their apartment they were in at the time is destroyed, their
car is crushed, and they both sustained significant injuries. Therefore, we feel deeply
aware that each of the statistics above – dead, injured, homeless – is someone’s brother,
mother, friend, or neighbour.
Let’s pray . Please pray for James and Kate, for physical healing and for recovery from the
trauma. And of course, for the country as a whole. The following prayer is borrowed from
CAFOD…
God of refuge, hear our prayer as we hold the people of Beirut in our hearts at this time.
Fill us with compassion and move us to reach out in love.
In your mercy, bring comfort to those who mourn, healing to those who are injured,
shelter to those who are homeless, sustenance to those who hunger.
Give strength to those who are working to rebuild shattered lives, and protect those who
are vulnerable, especially in a time of coronavirus.
Lead us in your ways so that together we may bring the light of new hope wherever
there is destruction and despair.
We ask this through Christ our Lord, Amen.
The country will need a lot of help to rebuild, so if you feel moved to be part of the
solution you can donate via various charities such as the Lebanese Red Cross, Save the
Children or World Vision, to help provide for needs such as medical care, food and
shelter. You may wonder what your £10 can possibly do in the face of such destruction,
but because of recent hyperinflation of the Lebanese currency, foreign currency is worth
a huge amount and goes particularly far at the moment. I am reminded of the parable of
the Good Samaritan, in Luke 10. It is easier to ‘pass by on the other side’ in face of a
tragedy like this, but Jesus commended the Samaritan who stopped and offered aid to
the wounded. As he said to his disciples, let’s “Go and do likewise”, caring for our
neighbours, whether local or international.
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